INDUSTRY ZONE

INSIDER INFO
TRAVEL FUNDING
The RHS Bursaries scheme awards
money to individuals, groups and
organisations for study tours,
plant exploration and conference
attendance. Landscapers, designers,
horticulturists and students can
apply for funding that could take them
anywhere in the world to complete
a special project: then they submit
a detailed written report to the RHS
to show how the money was spent.
There are four application deadlines
a year: the next one is 30 September.
More details at rhs.org.uk/educationlearning/bursaries-grants

Coco Wolf’s outdoor sofas are upholstered
in weather-resistant materials

ON TREND

OUTDOOR FABRICS
From cushions to couches, soft furnishings are now a vital component of
many projects, says Jane Perrone. But how do you choose the right ones?

F

or designer Manoj Malde, the rise of the rug
is a milestone in garden design trends. When
he started to notice clients were requesting
floor coverings be included in their garden
revamp, he realised that the outdoor room had
truly arrived. “Developers are creating rooms that
you can’t swing a cat in,” he says, “so people are
beginning to look at gardens as a social space.”
Malde spent 18 years working in the fashion
industry before training in garden design, so he
knows the pitfalls of using soft furnishings outside.
The first thing he asks suppliers is whether a
product is resistant to British weather. “You
want to see evidence that the product has been
tested,” he explains. “You don’t want cushions
that end up soaking wet or fade within a season.”
Bradley Burgess, designer at Added Value
Design, advises that with the exception of bolsters,
cushions should be sized at a minimum of 50cm x
50cm, for impact. Both Burgess and Malde
recommend Botanical Cushions’ range, featuring
images of plants and flowers on weather-resistant
fabric: Malde used these in his 2017 RHS Chelsea
Flower Show Garden, Beneath a Mexican Sky.
When it comes to the range of soft furnishings
available for the garden, the recent explosion of

choice means designers can really go to town.
Burgess advises choosing fabrics that take the
interior accents outside and use the colour palette
of the flowers in the garden to provide year-round
colour: he particularly rates Fox Linton’s range of
outdoor fabrics, and Sanderson’s botanical range.
Rosemary Coldstream MSGD, another
designer with a fashion background, says that
her clients are looking for comfortable furniture
they don’t need to put away in winter. She finds
Coco Wolf’s range is the perfect compromise,
offering upholstered luxury sofas that look like
they’ve come from indoors, but are constructed
from marine-grade, weather-resistant materials.
Furniture styles are evolving, too. “Minimalism
does still reign, but we are moving away from the
chunky rattan modular furniture that there seemed
to be a great influx of a few years back,” Coldstream
says. “We are moving back to lighter shapes.” And
Coldstream stresses that “try before you buy” is
vital when buying outdoor furniture to ensure that
you or your clients don’t end up paying for sofas
that won’t let you relax. Not all brands have show
rooms, so sometimes it’s a case of heading to
trade shows or Chelsea to see pieces up close: the
perfect excuse for a bit of work-related lounging.

COLOUR WORKSHOP
Sussex Prairie Garden is playing host
to a garden colour workshop taught by
Juliet Sargeant FSGD on 29 June from
1.30am to 3pm. Find out how to use
colour in your planting schemes, taking
inspiration from art, photos and nature.
Tickets £66, RHS members £52. Details
and tickets at sussexgardenschool.com
ADJUDICATION NEWS
Congratulations to Claire Collombin
who is now a Registered Member of
the SGD; James Lee, who passed stage
one of the adjudication process; and
Melissa Jolly, who passed stage two.
Pre-Registered Members can contact
the office to book their place on an
adjudication session. Find out more
about becoming a Member of the SGD
at sgd.org.uk/registered-membership
SUMMER SHOWCASE
Wholesale plant and seed distributor
Ball Colegrave opens its trial grounds
in West Adderbury in Oxfordshire
from 15 July to 2 August for its annual
summer showcase. See more than 200
new plants for 2020, more than 50,000
annuals and perennials and 3,000
baskets and patio containers. Sign up
for a place at ballcolegrave.com
HYDRANGEA DAY
Find out how hydrangeas can be used
in the garden as part of a special RHS
lecture at Burncoose House in Cornwall
led by owner Charles Williams. It’s a
chance to learn about the many species
and cultivars available. 11am-3pm,
tickets £35 or £28 for RHS members
from burncoose.co.uk
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